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GOES-R Mission Overview
Mission
The launch of the first in the series of next generation
NOAA geostationary environmental satellites, the GOES-R
series, is only one year away with the launch of the first
satellite planned for March 2016. The NOAA
Administrator announced at the 2015 AMS Annual
Meeting that GOES-R will continue observations during |ts
extended post-launch testing through the 2016 Atlantic
Hurricane Season and transition immediately into
operations afterward (March 2017). The instruments are
all integrated on the satellite; the new ground processing
system is deployed and undergoing integration testing;
and the training plan for forecasters is rapidly coming into
focus. The GOES-R Proving Ground has long been
preparing forecasters, through the use of proxy data, for
the new capabilities of GOES-R.

Measurement and Products

Compared to the current GOES imager, the new 16-band
Advanced Baseline Imager (ABI) has twice the spatial
resolution, three times more spectral information, four
times greater coverage, and five times faster refresh (5 or
15 min full disk, 30 sec mesoscale), as well as a new
Geostationary Lightning Mapper (GLM) to detect total
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Mission data

User System Readiness and Data Operations Exercises (DOEs)
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DOEs provide incremental readiness to
prepare systems, operators, processes, and
teams to support mission operations

Conducted in a “rehearse like we fly” manner
Both nominal and anomalous conditions are

» OSPO-approved Product Distribution &
Access (PDA, the Enterprise GUI-based
customer data access portal) users can use
DOEs to validate their requirements

» NWS and PDA are engaged in the planning
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